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W/ JAC/KS/ JC/131 (2E) 
300/ JW 


HI  TUB  MATTER  CF  'II  IE  ILL-TR-IATMEMT  01’  BRITISH 
F RTS Ji-jiLLS  Oh  ./.Mi  Vi  fCiOVA'L,  KI’JCCHJ/A 


-  F  !■  1  D  ji  V  1  T 


I,  Robin  Robertson  PETiaB,  Lieutenant-Colonel  in  the  Royal  army 
Service  Corps.  vuth  ieirn’ic n  Mo.  L^iU'oO,  ana  '/i'h  permanent  home  address 
at  kintyrio,  ublngavie,  ne*  r  Glasgow,  make  oath  and  say  is  follows 

1.  I  was  taken  prisoner  of  war  by  the  Japanese  on  or  about  19  <*pri.l  1942 
in  rfest  Java,  4ft er  passing  through  various  canjn  1  arrived  on  30  Novembor 
1942  at  LO-OY.Jf.  in  the  Hiroshima  area,  I  was  senior  Lritish  officer  at 
this  camp  until  iO  July  1943  when  I  was  transferred  to  another  camp.  The 
Commandant  r.t  thir  camp  w.as  Lieutenant  03.  .KA  and  ho  was  assisted  by  a  senior 
NCC  named  ,.CAIY  Ji-,.  The  British  prisoners  wore  employed  in  a  coal  mine  at 
iJOTOYu,  .  owned  by  the  Ube  Coal  -dining  Company  under  trio  supervision  of  a 
personnel  manager  called  0N0, 

2.  -it  first  the  officers  wore  made  to  attend  at  the  mine  in  order  to 
supervise  the  work  of  the  prisoners  -and  for  this  reason  I  was  able  to  obtain 
first  hand  know ledge  of  thu  working  conditions, 

3.  The  safety  precautions  wore  wholly  inadequate  and  this  led  to  a  number  ' 
of  unnecessary  injuries.  The  tir  baring  was  inadequate  anu  bad  props  wore 
used.  This  resulted  in  the  roof  at  the  coal  face  follin0  quite  often  lead¬ 
ing  to  a  number  of  injuries  to  those  working  there.  The  men  hid  to  walk 

1^  miles  underground  from  the  pit  intranou  through  the  main  drift  to  the 
coal  face.  The  coiling  of  the  main  drift  was  so  low  that  one  w.as  forcod 
to  stoop  and  the  floor  was  often  covered  with  v/^t^r  up  to  one  foot  in  depth. 

4«  Soon  after  our  arrival  the  hours  of  work  bee  mo  far  too  long  for  tho 
men  to  endure  without  serious  detriment  to  their  health,  Tho  ordinary  work¬ 
ing  day  consirtod  of  12  hours  in  the  mini.  I  made  •»  number  of  protests  to 
tho  Commandant  and  to  0N0  abaut  this  but  Lieutenant  OS-.K/1  took  no  interest 
in  the  matter  and  did  not  concern  himself  about  the  length  of  tho  working 
day.  He  was  entirely  prepared  to  turn  out  the  en  at  such  times  and  for 
such  periods  as  0K0  demanded.  Sometime  during  April  1943  the  ;uostion  of 
the  working  Iv-urs  r  s  discussed  at  considerable  length  in  the  br-ard  room 
>f  tho  mining  company  in  the  presence  of  oS'.K..  and  the  lining  /imager  wh.  so 
name  I  di  net  know,  and  OIIU,  It  was  olo^r  to  mo  from  tills  meeting  that  CNO 
was  the  man  whose  influence  docidoJ  tho  question  of  the  h -urs.  Hie  mining 
manager  w-'s  present  but  t  ck  ni  active  part  in  tho  discussions  and  allowed 
0N0  to  reply  to  all  the  arguments  nut  f -rv/ard  by  me  -n  behalf  f  the  non, 

If 0  3-atisfqcti  n  whatsoever  w- 3  bt'-ined  as  a  r/suTt  >f  this  mooting  in  .ipril. 
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wd/Jac/fg/jc/i:i(2e) 

SOO/JV,r 

IN  THE  MATTES  OF  TIIS  ILL-TiiTJmLSHT  01’  BRITISH 
F  RTS  oNERS  OL  MK  AT  MD'WYA'HA,  hl'itSHJ/A 


A  F  F  1  DJV1T 


I,  Robin  Robertson  PETItiE,  Lieutenant-Colonel  in  tho  Royal  ,wmy 
Survice  Corps,  with  Service  Ho.  .143760,  ana  with  permanent  hone  address 
at  Kintyrie,  *£ilngavie>  ne*  r  Glasgow,  nako  oath  and  say  as  follows 

1,  I  wa r,  taken  prisoner  of  war  by  the  Japanese  on  or  about  19  «pril  1942 
in  dost  Java.  After  passing  through  various  canj  s  1  arri’  ed  on  30  November 
1942  at  MOTOY.JlA  in  the  Hiroshima  area.  I  was  senior  Lritish  officer  at 
this  caiap  urtil  jO  July  1943  when  I  war  transferred  to  another  camp.  The 
Commandant  r.t  thir  camp  was  Lieutenant  05..KA  and  ho  was  assisted  by  a  senior 
NCO  named  .  CRIY  Jk.  lhe  British  prisoners  were  employed  in  a  coal  mine  at 
;JOTOY-.ii.  owned  by  the  Ute  Cool  /lining  Conpany  ujidor  tno  supervision  of  a 
personnel  manager  called  0N0. 

2,  .it  first  the  officers  wore  made  to  attend  at  the  mine  in  order  to 
supervise  th3  work  of  tho  prisoners  and  for  this  reason  I  was  able  to  obtain 
first  hand  knowledge  of  the  working  conditions, 

I 

3,  Tho  safety  precautions  wore  wholly  inadequate  and  this  led  to  a  number  ! 
of  unnecessary  injuries,  lhe  tli  bering  w.s  inadequate  anu  bad  props  wero 
used.  This  resulted  in  the  roof  at  the  coal  lace  falling  quite  often  load¬ 
ing  to  a  number  of  injuries  to  those  working  there.  The  men  h ■ d  to  walk 

ll  miles  underground  from  the  pit  entranoo  through  the  main  drift  to  the 
coal  face.  The  ceiling  of  the  main  drift  was  so  low  that,  one  was  forced 
to  stoop  and  the  floor  was  often  covered  with  water  up  to  one  foot  in  depth. 

• 

4#  Soon  after  our  arrival  the  hours  of  work  became  far  too  long  for  tho  . 
men  to  endure  without  serious  detriment  tv  their  health,  Tno  ordinary  work¬ 
ing  day  consisted  of  12  hours  in  tho  miro.  I  made  •>  number  of  protests  to 
tho  Commandant  and  to  0N0  about  this  but  Lijutenant  OS.Xv  took  no  interest 
in  tho  matter  and  did  not  concern  himsolf  about  the  length  of  tho  working 
day.  He  was  entirely  prepared  to  turn  out  the  jn  at  such  times  and  for 
such  periods  as  OHO  demanded.  Sometime  during  April  1943  the  question  of 
the  working  hours  was  discu33-d  at  considerable  length  in  tho  bc.ard  room 
of  the  mining  company  in  tho  pr/senco  of  oS'.K..  -nd  the  mining  iirnagor  whose 
name  I  do  not  kne  w,  and  0N0,  It  was  ole  ir  to  me  from  this  nesting  that  CNO 
was  the  man  whose  influence  decided  tho  question  of  tho  h  urs.  Tito  mining 
manager  w^s  present  but  t  ck  n>  active  part  in  tho  discussions  and  allowed 
0N0  t:  reply  to  all  the  arguments  nut  f  rward  by  Wj  .n  b..half  ef  the  non. 

H)  3atisfacti  n  whrts./over  was  bt^in^d  a3  a  rjsult  >f  this  mooting  in  .ipril. 


i- 
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5.  I  thoref  ro  raised  this  matter  l'*. tor  in  tho  Spring  £  1943  with 

D  ct.r  Pi.hAVICINI  when  ho  visited  th j  o-'u.ip  in  his  capacity  ~s  Hod  Cress 
Representative  in  Japan,  I  point  id  ut  to  hin  that  British  service  per- 
sonnol  wore  ieouir-d  t.  v.  r„  ja  nil  nv.r-.go  32  h_ors  daily  't  very  arduous 
work  under  unsatis; nctoiy  o  rdxti  >rs  C  n*so  planted  ut  that  thoso  man 
had  b  :un  given  n  aay  :fi  during  tbs  v.*i  lo  f  the,  :r»th  inrtodiat  ,ly  prior 
ti  his  visit,  Doctor  P..K4VICINI  said  that  ha  would  unke  a  roport  t  Gjnevn  j 
but  I  had  th  :  impression  that  ho  was  pv/url083  t  inter\  .no,  There  v/ as  no  j 
inpr  v^ment  nft-r  his  visit.  .t  this  tine  tho  rata  *f  sickness  wing  to 
tho  ardu  us  w  rk  and  bad  conditi  ns  ,r  s  Increasing  daily. 

6.  2  days  af  tor  th  j  visit  i*  F.tRtVICINI  I  v/.nt  t:  tno  J-panusi  c  ertp 
offic-  t  discuss  .a  p  int  ah  ut  sene  fir-s  that  had  Loan  nada  contrary  to 
tho  cajp.p  r  jgulati  .rs,  I  was  than  sut  upon  and  bar. ton  by  Sorjoant  ’JOPJYAMA 

n  tho  gr. uncs  that  1  was  resr  .nsiblo  f-r  this  broach  >f  iisci;  lir.3.  I  was 
than  nada  t  knoel  1‘  -r  5  h  urs  in  fr-nt  1'  a  J.a,  anose  guard.  In  spite  <f 
the  pretext  givui  i  r  tJiis  i  unishnent  I  was  satisfied  that  it  was  in  fact  J 
inflicted  as  r.tributa  n  f  r  having  made  Complaints  t_  tho  hod  Cr.s3  Rj;re- 
sontativo.  This  was  confir.  od  a  i  .nth  later  v/hon  Ur.  KJJGJL3..CHER,  tho 
representative  f  tho  lr  tooting  power  paid  a  visit  t.  uho  camp.  'Hie 
evening  bof  ..re  his  arrival  I  was  suddenly  inf  .Tiaed  by  Lieutenant  OS  X, 
through  Flying  Officer  TnlLLKXlD,  who  acted  as  ay  adjutant,  that  1  v/-uld 
have  to  rocoivo  furthor  punishment  f^r  my  nisc  nduct  we-ks  pravi  usly, 
namely  tho  incident  .f  tho  prohibited  firos.  I  was  t.  spend  tho  following 
5  days  in  solitary  c-nfinemont  t.  which  1  was  iuiodiatoly  removed.  In 
c  .nsequoncj  I  was  unablo  t.  spoaK  to  J'r.  Kdi,GjILB..CHixi.  I  iatur  hoard  fr  a 
Flying  Officer  TnlLL  .COD,  v/he  nttondod  in  i.iy  place,  that  .  j.  Ki3IGdLfl..CHdi( 
had  asked  t.  see  ne  and  had  pressed  the  natter  strongly*  Ho  had  expressed 
his  dissatisfaction  with  the  explanations  given  by  the  Japanese  for  my 
absence  and  ovontually  he  was  told  that  1  was  being  ;  unished  because  I  was 
guilty  of  disseminating  anti-Jap moso  3  inticunts  om.ng  the  non.  I  had  n  t 
heard  anything  f  this  charge  up  to  that  tine.  Flying  Officer  TRILL/OOD 
nude  the  sane  complaints  to  i'r.  K JJGelLB  .CHeLi  as  I  h  .d  made  t  D  .ctor 
I  .w-.VICIfll  •*.  urn  nth  provi  usly. 


7.  There  were  a  nunbor  £  cases  f  severe  physical  punishment  b.th  in 
the  canp  and  in  the  mine,  I  renerber  particularly  an  ccasi.n  n  which 
Gunn  ir  LjSTTSRS  f  the  6th  H,4.  Regiment,  R..’..  ,/as  c.nl'ined  in  the  cells  by 
order  f  one  of  th-  guards  with  the  kn  ./ledge  f  Iieutena.it  Od.,Xn.  for  having 
br  ken  a  sh  vol.  Ho  wa3  given  ; Tactically  no  f  od  urd  -ftor  he  had  been 
sufficiently  w-akenod  and  c.uld  be  treated  by  th  j  guards  v/itheut  resistance, 
he  was  t-iken  ut  f  his  cell  every  d-y  •'nd  made  t  lift  pails  of  water  :n  a 
sh<  vel,  h  Iding  tho  sh  v.l  "bive  his  he  .d  until  his  strength  failed  hin. 

If  ho  c.uld  not  g  through  with  it  ho  v/.s  beaten  by  tho  guards.  I  made  many 
re-  resentati  ns  t  Lieutenant  OS  JJ.  asking  f  r  his  release.  He  refused  to 
c  jnsider  my  applicati  ns  and  eventually  ..'i'lTLtS  br  ko  d  .vn  cor/plotuly  and 
ne  day  ho  ran  ut  ,f  the  uain  g  .te  f  the  c-u  r  int  the  village  street, 
was  very  c  .nc /rnod  ab  ut  this  eincj  It  night  be  Considered  an  -attonpt  to 
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escape  and  I  made  str  .-ng  ref  resontati  .ns  to  0S..KA  pointing  cut  that  this 
incid  ;nt  dom  nstratod  that  ho  w?3  being  driven  -ut  >f  his  nind  by  tha  treat¬ 
ment  to  which  ho  was  being  subjected.  T  my  surprise  Lieuton”nt  OS..K'. 

•‘.•h  rtly  afterwards  rderod  his  i-elease, 

(■' ,  I  remember  another  occasion  ab  -ut  Whitsun  1943  '-n  which  Gunner  O’lLSH, 

llsv  f  the  6th  HAA  Regiment,  it. A.  was  suddenly  renoved  from  his  bod  at 
midnight  and  made  t-  stand  in  front  of  the  guard  re  on  while  4  sentries  beat 
liin  with  sticks  and  rifle  butts.  Ho  was  knocked  down  several  times  nnd 
kicked,  and  finally  taken  t.  the  Cells,  He  w\s  alleged  t<  have  said  swa¬ 
thing  te  the  gu.rds  in  lUcglish  which  they  did  net  understand,  but  which  had 
Loon  construed  as  disros.  ectful, 

9.  There  wore  many  similar  instances  when  men  wore  severely  beaten  and 
maltreated  f  -r  miner  -f  fences,  F-r  instance,  .  n  -no  occasion  Frivata  SiJTH. 
k.-v.S.C.  v.as  boaton  f .  r  v.-histling.  I  cannot  remember  the  names  ^f  any  in¬ 
dividual  guards  res,  msible  f  r  these  acts. 


SWOiJJ  by  the  no  -ve  named  n  -bin  i.-berts  n  f  STitliJ,  ) 

at  6,  Spring  Garders,  in  the  city  of  Westminster.)  (Signed)  ic.u.  FETuIE 
this  twenty  ninth  day  cf  January,  1946.  ) 

BoFOii3  .  (signed)  G.  Barratt, 

Lieutonant-C ^lenol  Legal  Staff, 

Ill.  Dept.  Office  cf  the  Judge  ;.dv  cato  General. 

I  certify  that  this  is  a  true  c  j\v  el’  tho  rigin-'l  affidavit. 

(signed)  G,  3arr”tt,  Lt.  C.I.,  Legal  Staff, 

Offico  f  the  judgj  Advcc  .to  Goner  .1. 
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